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Oldest known trees reproduced in State Museum 


Restoration of the Ancient Forests of Gilboa 


There has been erected in the State Museum 
and recently unveiled to the public, an impres- 
sive group which is designed to show the 
reconstruction and restoration of the fossil 
forests whose remains have been found in the 
rocks of Gilboa during the excavations carried 
on there by the New York City board of water 
supply for the construction of its great dam 
at this location on the Schoharie creek. Three 
successive layers of tree stumps were found, 
one above another, in these sandstone rocks. 
They were stumps of great trees which grew 
on the low shores of the shallow Devonian sea 
that covered central New York back in this 
geological period. 


By careful search through these rocks it has 
been possible to find all the parts of these fern- 
like trees and to match them together; so that 
the reconstructions are based on actual speci- 
mens of all the parts, root and trunk, leaf and 
branch. These trees were of majestic proportions 
and many of them must have grown to a height 
of 50 to 75 feet. Smaller ones were of neces- 
sity taken for this Museum group and these 
have a height of 30 to 40 feet. These trees 
were seed ferns unlike any trees living today 
and an advance in structure over the ferns, as 
they reproduced by seeds and not by spores. 

The group is designed to show, in the fore- 
ground, the present conditions at Gilboa with 
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the three rows of fossil stumps at different 
levels in the rock; in the middle distance, the 
restorations of the trees as it is believed they 
were in life; and in the background a vista of 
the broad coastal swamps in which they grew. 
The work was done by the scientific members 
of the Museum staff and it is believed that no 
such attempt to restore an ancient forest has 
They represent the oldest trees 
The size of the group 


been made. 
known in the world. 
is about 35 by 40 feet. 


Herkimer Wins Award 
of Recreation Field 


Herkimer is the only New York State place 
to share in the fifty awards of $2000 each made 
by the Harmon foundation established last year 
by William E. Harmon of Brooklyn. 

The requirements were that each town should 
have a population of not less than 3000 and 
should have grown at least 30 per cent since 
1900; that the maximum allotment of $2000 
each should be applied to the purchase of not 
less than 2 acres of land in one of the town’s 
developing sections; that title to the property 
should rest with the town council or board of 
education; and that the land should be main- 
tained in perpetuity as a recreation ground, 
bearing the name Harmon Field. 
allot- 


Approximately 800 applications for 


ments were received. 


Birthday of Jefferson 
Will Be Observed 


A nationwide observance of the anniversary 
of the birthday of Thomas Jefferson will take 
place during the week beginning April 13th, 
Jefferson’s birthday. 

The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation 
has acquired title to the home of Jefferson and 
has made Monticello a national memorial. 





——() 


The formal opening of the Jefferson Junior 
High School as one of the three junior high 
schools in Jamestown took place on Febru- 


ary 6th. 
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A School Child’s Program 
Suggested by Dr Florence A. Sherman, Assist- 
ant Medical Inspector of Schools 
Before School 

1 Rise promptly 
2 Take 
(open window) 


a 


3 Clean teeth, rinse mouth, drink glass of 


setting-up and breathing exercises 


water 

4 Wash hands, face, neck, ears; splash cold 
water on chest 

5 Clean fingernails, brush hair 

6 Dress carefully, cleanliness of all 
clothing 

7 Eat slowly, chew food thoroughly, 


note 


clean 
teeth and rinse mouth 

8 Go to toilet, wash hands 

9 Prepare for school, wear suitable outdoor 
clothing 

10 Walk correctly and practise deep breath- 
ing going to and coming from school 

During School 

11 Remove outside clothing, coats, sweaters 
and rubbers 

12 Keep correct posture in school 

13 Drink water at recess in morning and at 
close of afternoon period. (Always drink from 
the top of the bubble, or use own cup.) 

After School 

14 Repeat at noon items 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 

15 Play actively in the fresh air 

16 Wash and prepare for supper 

17 Play out of doors an hour after school 

18 Go to bed early. 
for health 

19 Prepare for bed properly: 


Ten hours’ sleep needed 


Remove day clothing and place to air, 
including shoes 

Turn stockings 

Clean teeth, rinse mouth 

Wash hands, face, neck, ears and take 


a warm soapy foot bath, using foot 
brush 
Drink glass of water 
20 Open windows 
21 Sleep quite flat, using one small pillow 
and not too heavy bed clothing 
22 Change position if awakened 
eaaacndiiead 
The annual meeting of the National Con- 


gress of Parents and Teachers will be held at 
Austin, Texas, May 11, 1925. 
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Arbor Day Proclamation 


In accordance with the provisions of law requiring the Commissioner of Education 
to designate the day to be observed as Arbor Day in this State, the following dates are 
hereby named for the various sections of the State: 

First district. Long Island and the counties of southeastern New York, including 
Putnam and Dutchess — Friday, April 17th. 

Second district. All of the State not included in the first and third districts - 
Friday, April 24th. 

Third district. Northern New York, including the counties of Warren, Hamilton, 
Herkimer, Lewis, Jefferson, St Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex, and the Catskill 
region in the counties of Ulster, Delaware and Greene — Friday, May Ist. 

In the annual observance of Arbor Day an opportunity is presented to the school 
children of the Empire State not only to improve and beautify their school grounds but 
also to focus public attention upon the value of trees, the unnecessary waste of forests 
by preventable fires and the need for measures to overcome the deplorable effects of 
forest devastation. Besides the esthetic and economic benefits thus derived from the 
proper observance of the day, there is spiritual profit, for he who plants a tree plants love 
of Nature in all its forms and is thereby himself ennobled and helps to ennoble others. 

In the past few years a broader meaning is being associated with Arbor Day. The 
planting of one tree on a school ground is being replaced by the setting out of acres 
of trees. The school forests thus established will at maturity assist in financing the 
schools and at the same time meet the increasing need for reforestation on a large scale. 
This movement deserves encouragement. 

It is suggested that, should weather conditions on the date designated in any section 
be unfavorable to permit carrying out any proposed program which includes tree 
planting, the exercises should be postponed for one week. 

FRANK P. Graves 


Commissioner of Education 


Interesting Conferences Held in Oswego County District 


Successful conferences for teachers in the The work, all mounted, was placed on the walls 
first supervisory district of Oswego county and judged. The children were weighed and 
were held during the fall under the direction measured and the records were compared with 
of Mildred G. Pratt, district superintendent of those of the previous year. 
schools. Such conferences as she conducted After a school lunch a program was pre- 
are representative of a number of conferences sented. The junior project leader gave a talk 
which some district superintendents have held on the year’s achievements. The health secre- 
and which are encouraged by the Department. tary told the children stories and announced 
The conference in Boylston was in the the winners of the health prizes. Then each 
nature of a school exhibition. On the day school gave a demonstration, including picture 
prior to the conference Miss Pratt and some study, memory selections, biography, civics, 
of the pupils decorated the town hall by the number drill, geography, reading, physical 
use of flags and by applying dark green burlap training, school yells, writing, history, and 
to the walls and wainscoting about the stage. health work. Awards were made to individ- 
At 9 o'clock on the morning of conference uals and schools for these demonstrations. 
day, the teachers, many of the pupils, some The meetings of teachers in three other 
of the parents, a junior project leader, the townships were book study conferences in 
county nurse, the county health secretary, a which the teachers discussed a book which each 
neighboring district superintendent and the had read. The social side of these gatherings 
superintendent of the district were present. was never neglected. 
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Members of Board of Regents Named by Legislature 





Regent Charles B. Alexander 


Three members of the Board of Regents of 
The University of the State of New York 
were elected by the Legislature in joint session 
on February 11th. Regent Charles B. Alex- 
ander of Tuxedo was reelected for a term of 
12 years; Roland Beaven Woodward of Roches- 
ter was elected to complete the term of the late 
Chancellor Emeritus Pliny T. Sexton, whose 
term expires in 1926; Robert W. Higbie of 
Jamaica was elected to succeed the late Regent 
Herbert L. Bridgman whose term expires in 
1929. 

Regent Alexander has been a member of the 
Board of Regents since 1913 and has served 
as chairman of the committee on the State 
Museum and state science work, and as a mem- 
ber of the committees on the State Library, 
higher education, law and legislation. 

He was born on December 6, 1849 in New 
York City, the son of Henry Martyn and 
Susan Brown Alexander. On the occasion of 
the conferring of the honorary degree of doc- 
tor of laws by New York University in 1923, 


Chancellor Elmér E. Brown described him as 
an “educator by instinct and inheritance,” his 
grandfather on his father’s side having been 
the late Rev. Archibald Alexander, one of the 
founders of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
and his grandfather on his mother’s side having 
been the late Rev. Matthew Brown, president 
of Jefferson College, Pennsylvania. 

Charles B. Alexander was graduated in 1870 
from Princeton University with the degree of 
bachelor of arts. He received the degree of 
master of arts from that university in 1873 
and the degree of bachelor of laws from 
Columbia University in 1872. Four institutions 
have conferred honorary degrees upon him: 
the degree of doctor of laws having been 
bestowed by Princeton University in 1895; by 
Washington and Jefferson University in 1902; 
and by New York University in 1923, while 
Washington and Lee University conferred on 
him the degree of doctor of letters in 1913. 

He was married to Harriet Crocker of San 
Francisco in 1887. 

Regent Alexander was admitted to the bar 
in New York State in 1872 and to the Supreme 
Court of the United States in 1884. He was 
a member of the law firm of Alexander and 
Green in New York City until the close of 1912. 

He is senior director of the Equitable Life 
Assurance Society and senior trustee of the 
Equitable Trust Company and has the manage- 
ment of large trusts and estates. 

He was for many years a trustee of Prince- 
ton University. The building in which com- 
mencements are held at that institution is 
known as Alexander Hall and was built and 
presented to the university by his wife. 

He has been decorated with the Order of 
the White Eagle, third class, conferred in 1919 
by Prince Regent Alexander of the kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, and the 
Crown of Italy bestowed by the king of Italy 
in 1920. On February 23, 1925 Regent Alex- 
ander was decorated with the cross of the 
Legion of Honor conferred by the French 
government through Ambassador Daeschner. 

Robert W. Higbie, who has been one of the 
most active men in Queens in civic matters 
and is an expert on local transit problems, was 
born in Springfield Gardens on March 5, 1863, 





bee 
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Underwood and Underwood 


Regent Robert W. Higbie 


the son of Alexander and Sarah Higbie. The 
Higbie family came to America in 1630, and 
the members of it have lived in Jamaica since 
about 1670. He was graduated in 1882 from 
New York University, where he was valedic- 
torian of his class and a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa. In 1887 he received the degree of 
master of arts from that university. Regent 
Higbie was married to Anna A. Pearsall of 
Lynbrook, and resides in Kew Gardens. His 
two sons, Hamilton A. and Robert W. jr, are 
associated with him in the management of the 
Long Island Finance Corporation of which he 
is president. 

Regent Higbie is also interested in a large 
number of other enterprises. He is a trustee 
of the Jamaica Savings Bank, a director of the 
Queens Borough Chamber of Commerce and 
a member of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce. He is president of the Robert W. 
Higbie Company, the Newton Falls and 
Northern Railroad and the Sea Coast Realty 





Regent Roland B. Woodward 


Company. He is also a member of a large 
number of clubs and other business organiza- 
tions. He was presidential elector for New 
York in 1916, and during the war was chair- 
man of a local draft board in Queens. He also 
took an active part in all the Liberty Loan and 
other war drives. 

Roland Beavan Woodward was born at 
Hubbard, Ohio, July 23, 1873. His prelim- 
inary education was received in the public and 
high school of Leetonia, Ohio. He was gradu- 
ated from the University of Wooster in the 
class of 1895 with the degree of bachelor of 
arts. At the close of his college course he 
became superintendent of schools at Shreve, 
Ohio, serving for 2 years. For a number of 
years he pursued post-graduate work, a part 
of which was carried on in the University of 
Edinburgh. He joined the staff of teachers at 
the Rochester Mechanics Institute in September 
1900, and after a few months was made super- 
intendent of the department of mechanics, arts 
and sciences, in which position he continued 
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for nearly 9 years. From this position he 
resigned in March 1909 to become general 
secretary of the Rochester Chamber of 


Commerce. 

Regent Woodward was continuously in the 
Rochester Chamber of Com- 
merce as general until June 1918 
when he resigned to become vice president of 
the Symington-Chicago Corporation, then en- 
war munitions. 


service of’ the 
secretary 


manufacture of 
returned to Rochester 
and later president, 
Supply Company, 


gaged in the 
After the 
to become president, 
of the Defender Photo 
manufacturers of photographic materials. In 
1921, 
when he again became general secretary of the 
which 


Armistice he 


vice 


this position he continued until January 


Rochester Chamber of Commerce, in 
position he is still serving. 

Regent Woodward has had a broad experi- 
ence in business affairs and in public organiza- 
tional work. He spent the summers of 1923 
and 1924 in European countries studying their 
economic problems. 

Anne Murray Curr, a 


They have three 


In 1903 he married 
graduate of Smith College. 
Roland Beavan jr, 
Anne Murray, a student 
and John 
at St 


children a sophomore at 
Harvard University ; 
at Miss Nixon’s School in Florence, 
Gordon Harper Woodward, a student 
Paul’s School, Concord, N. H. 


a ) 


Niagara Falls Favors 
$619,000 School Bond Issue 


By a vote of more than 3 to 1, citizens of 
Niagara Falls on February 17th sanctioned a 
bond issue of $619,000 for the 
three of the city’s public schools and the erec- 
tion of a new school building. 

This action is all the more noteworthy in 
view of the fact that 4 years ago $3,250,000 
for new schools in Niagara 


extension of 


was appropriated 


Falls. 


At a special school meeting at Richland on 
February 16th, approval was given to the issu- 


ance of bonds for $38,000 for the erection of 


a new school building to replace the structure 
burned last fall. 
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Suggestions Given Teachers 
in Superintendent’s Letter 


Helpful suggestions to teachers of the second 
supervisory district of Washington county were 
contained in a letter sent out by Mrs Lena M. 
S. Brown, district superintendent of schools. 
In reference to the observance of the birthdays 
of Lincoln and Washington, she wrote: 

Teach the children that only occasionally is 
the country in need of such magnificent service 
as was rendered by Washington and Lincoln; 
but every day our country needs men and 
women who perform everyday tasks as con- 
scientiously as did those two great statesmen. 
Dwell upon the painstaking care with which 
Washington’s school exercises were done; the 
exactness and reliability of his work in sur- 
veying ; his absolute integrity all his life. Tell 
of the strict honesty of Lincoln, the careful 
economy that he practised. Explain, too, the 
campaign for economy that President Coolidge 
is launching and make the children sympathetic 
with his purpose. Recall Lincoln’s work in 
the little country store; his kindness to dumb 
animals; the incident of the borrowed book 
that was spoiled while in his possession, but 
replaced, showing his regard for the property 
of others. These are some of the marks of 
a good citizen. These are some of the things 
that our boys and girls should be practising. 
Let us get away from teaching about citizen- 
ship and see to it that this month brings about 
a real sense of individual responsibility and a 
real start on actually being a good citizen. 


-~———( 


Mount Vernon Teachers 
Have Extension Course 


A Columbia University extension course in 
public school information, giving 2 points of 
college credit, has been elected by fifty teachers 
of Mount Vernon. The class also has mem- 
bers from Pelham, Scarsdale and Rye. It 
meets Monday afternoons from 4 to 6 o'clock 
and is conducted by Dr R. G. Reynolds of 
Columbia University. The class was organized 
by Ida Roger, supervisor of instruction in 
Mount Vernon. 

Mrs Mary King of the Washington School 
in Mount Vernon, who is class secretary, is 
arranging for a dinner in New York City on 
the night of March 14th. Following the dinner 
the class will visit the Herald Tribune plant 
for an inspection planned by Doctor Reynolds. 

— Oo-- 

The new Cooper Street School in Watertown 

was formally opened on February 17th. 
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Churchville Boys Win Stock Judging Contest 





Seventy-five boys representing twenty-five 
agricultural departments in high schools and 
state the third annual 
stock judging contest held in connection with 
Farmers’ Week at the New York State Col- 
lege of Agriculture at Ithaca during the week 
of February 9th. The team from the depart- 
ment of agriculture of the Churchville High 
School won first prize, and was awarded a 
The second and third prizes 


schools competed in 


silver loving cup. 
were awarded to the teams from the Endicott 
High School and the State School of Agri- 
culture at Alfred, respectively. 

Besides the three cups awarded as the first 
three prizes the college provided four additional 
F. Bonner, 
was 


silver cups and two medals. J. 


teacher of agriculture at Churchville, 


Franklinville to Build 
Modern High School 


Taxpayers of Franklinville on February 10th 
voted favorably upon the proposition to erect 
a modern school building at a cost of $225,000. 
The new school is to be built upon the site 
of the Ten Broeck Academy which was built 
more than 50 years ago. 


y-five high school pupils judge 


Agriculture 


stock at State College of 


awarded a silver cup as coach of the winning 
team. Horace Anderson of Avon was given 
a medal as the highest scoring individual in the 
cattle classes, while Cleo Skelton from Church- 
the the 
highest individual score. The remaining three 
cups were awarded to the teams from Moravia, 
Avon and Prattsburg. 

Contests of this type serve to stimulate active 
interest in cattle judging. In preparation for 
the event the boys are given careful drill with 
the livestock in the local The 
practice of cattle judging has proved to be one 
of the most effective means of training boys 


ville received second medal for next 


communities. 


and young men in the selection of individuals 
for breed improvement, and in 
selling animals intelligently. 


buying and 


Teachers’ Gift is Memorial 
to Late Superintendent Ladd 


As a memorial to the late Edwin A. Ladd, 
for many years superintendent of schools in 
Batavia, a fund of $300 has been given to the 
Batavia board of education by the teachers. 
The income will be used for two prizes for 
sixth grade pupils. 





168 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


Cuartes F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


MARCH 2, 1925. 


April 3d is Bird Day 
The date of Bird Day has been fixed this 
year for Friday, April 3d. Material that may 
be helpful in the observance of the day will 
be presented in the next issue of the Bulletin 
to the Schools which will be the annual Bird 
Day and Arbor Day number. 





Oo 


New Academic Credentials Rule 


At the meeting of the Board of Regents on 
January 29th, section 339 of Regents Rules, 
which relates to academic credentials, was 
amended by the addition of a new paragraph. 

This section now reads: 

Credit toward an academic credential shall 
not be granted on certificate of academic work 
completed in any course in which Regents 
examinations are regularly given; but ratings 
obtained in the examinations of the College 
Entrance Examinations Board may, in the dis- 
cretion of the President of the University, be 
accepted in whole or in part as bases for such 
a credential, except for a college entrance 
diploma. 

Under such rules as the President of the 
University may prescribe, a pupil who earns 
20 counts in a four-year sequence in a lan- 
guage (except English), mathematics, science, 
social sciences, or commercial subjects may 
be allowed a further 2% counts. If in addi- 
tion to 20 counts in a four-year sequence 
he earns 15 counts in a three-year sequence 
in another of the subjects enumerated above 
(except English and the social sciences) or in 
secretarial training, he may be given a further 
allotment of 2% counts. 

This rule was adopted since it has been found 


that pupils in high schools have been spreading 


themselves over too many different kinds of 
subjects and accumulating Regents counts on 
subject matter which lacks coherence when 
summed up in the terms of a course of study 
as a whole. This affects not only the pupils 
adversely, but also the teaching force which is 
called upon to disperse its efforts over the 
teaching of a larger number of subjects than 
they can possibly manage effectively. For the 
purpose of encouraging concentration and the 
doing of a few subjects well, it was felt desir- 
able to put a premium on the selection of 
fewer subjects by the pupil, by offering addi- 
tional counts to the pupil who would devote 
himself to longer sequences of studies. 

Paragraph f of section 339, giving the re- 
quirements for a college entrance diploma, was 
also amended by the Board. Permission was 
given to count the examination in intermediate 
algebra even though it did not come within 
the former three-period examination require- 
ment. This was suggested by the State Ex- 
aminations Board on the request of large 
numbers of teachers of mathematics who taught 
the subject in the first half of the third year, 
and had their pupils take the examination at 
the end of that half. 


—$o-—-——_ 


Will Discontinue Tests 
for Qualifying Certificates 


After January 1, 1928, examinations for 
qualifying certificates will no longer be given, 
according to a rule of the Board of Regents 
made at the meeting of January 29th. The 
rule provides that pupils seeking such certifi- 
cates must possess a regular high school 
diploma, or the equivalent thereof earned by 
the satisfactory completion of work in a regis- 
tered evening high school. 

The adoption of this rule is due to the fact 
that practically very few pupils outside of 
New York City apply for these examinations. 
As that city has now some seventeen registered 
evening high schools which give the regulation 
day high school course, and whose diplomas 
are recognized as the equivalent of such day 
high schools, there is no longer any need to 
afford special examinations for the benefit of 
those who work during the day. By going to 
any one of the registered evening high schools, 
they can earn a diploma which will entitle 
them to the qualifying certificate. 
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Figures Show Successful 
Operation of Literacy Law 


About 2% times as many applicants were 
granted certificates of literacy in 1924 as in 
1923, according to figures compiled to show 
the operation of the literacy test law under the 
direction of the Board of Regents. The fol- 
lowing table presents data for the past 2 years. 


Certificates issued 1923 1924 
On day school credentials...... 7 929 13 848 
On evening school credentials... 767 1 288 
On passage of Regents test..... 19 806 48 888 

No. failed Regents test.......... 5 393 12 256 

PUP CONE CL TRIOR. cccccccvceces 21.4 16.1 

No. issued in cities........... os 38 8 53 936 

No. issued in villages............ 1 147 2 899 

No. issued in rural districts...... 6 142 7 187 

Total issued in State............ 28 402 64 022 

No. different examiners used...... 2 351 2 476 

No, different buildings used...... 1 947 1 856 


In 1924 there were 48,573 men and 15,449 
women who received certificates of literacy. 
In summing up the results of the year, Depart- 
ment officials conclude that the law is working 
successfully, that the new literacy requirements 
are more fully understood and complied with 
by new voters, and that the necessary coopera- 
tion between the educational authorities and the 
election officials is increasingly present. 

The Commissioner of Education has extended 
the membership of the committee devising the 
literacy tests, the complete membership now 
being as follows: Professor Daniel Leary, 
University of Buffalo; Professor Francis 
Brown, University of Rochester; Professor 
Robert Carroll, Syracuse University; Profes- 
sor Paul Kruse, Cornell University; Professor 
A. K. Beik, State College for Teachers; Pro- 
fessor J. C. Bell, College of the City of New 
York; Professor William McCall, Columbia 
University, and Dr Warren W. Coxe, Edwin 
B. Richards and A. E. Rejall, State Depart- 
ment of Education. This committee has 
widened the scope of its activities and will 
endeavor to solve problems pertaining to ele- 
mentary adult education ona statewide basis. 
Suggestions from superintendents or others 
engaged or interested in this field of education 
are welcomed by the committee. They should 
be sent to A. E. Rejall, chairman of the 
committee. 

— 

Fire destroyed the school in the Buell dis- 
trict of East Bloomfield on February 9th. 
Eva Brown, the teacher, and the pupils escaped 
without injury. 


Buffalo Pupils Do Well 


in Achievement Tests 


During last December about 27,500 pupils in 
the Buffalo public schools were given the 
Stanford Achievement Test, Form B. This 
extensive testing was done in order to evaluate 
the quality of the teaching in the school system 
and as a basis for improving the organization. 

The tests were given by a group of forty 
persons who received careful preliminary train- 
ing. The tests were scored by a large group 
of students from the University of Buffalo 
and from the Buffalo State Normal School. 
There was thus considerable care exercised in 
both the giving and the scoring of the test. 
This, together with the high reliability of 
these tests, should make the results found very 
reliable and important. 

A mimeographed report of this survey has 
been issued which is very interesting and also 
profitable reading for the average schoolman 
both from its content and from the methods 
used in presenting the facts. 

There are two outstanding facts in the re- 
port. In the first place, the achievement of 
Buffalo pupils is up to or above the standards 
published by the authors of the test. In the 
second place, there was found to be a great 
deal of variability in the achievement of pupils 
in each of the school grades. Frequently pupils 
of 4-B grade did better than the average pupil 
of 8-A grade and, on the other hand, some 
pupils in the 8-A grade made records nearly 
as low as did average 4-B pupils. The report 
points out with considerable satisfaction that 
Buffalo pupils, in spite of the fact that a large 
per cent are foreign born, made unusually high 
records in the test of language usage. 

A few returns which have come to the Edu- 
cational Measurements Bureau of the Depart- 
ment indicate that the attainment of pupils in 
New York State schools may be generally 
higher than the standards established by the 
authors. The standards published by the 
authors were determined largely by achieve- 
ment of California children. 

The report concludes by pointing out the need 
of forming classes for pupils of different 
abilities. This naturally follows from the dis- 
covery of such wide variation in each grade. 
The pupils in the fourth grade who make the 
highest records can be given adequate educa- 

(Concluded on page 170) 
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Lake Placid Skaters 
Win State Championship 


Section 3, including Essex and Clinton coun- 
ties, won the state skating championship in the 
meet conducted by the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association at Saranac 
Lake on February 21st. The skaters of Lake 
Placid High School won all the 25 points made 
by this section. 

Boys representing eighteen high schools and 
six sections took part in the meet. Section 4, 
including the counties of northwestern New 
York, won second place with 17 points, the 
team of Franklin Academy at Malone winning 
14 points, and the boys of Saranac Lake High 
School winning 3 points. Section 6, the west 
central district, won 8 points and section 2, 
the capital district, won 4 points. Besides those 
mentioned above, team scores were won as fol- 
lows: Technical High School, Rochester, 5; 
West High School, Rochester, 3; Saratoga 
Springs High School, 3; Watervliet High 
School, 1. 

The races were skated on soft ice and in a 
heavy rain, the ice in spots being so soit that 
the skaters sank to their shoes, yet fast time 
was made in every event. The relay race was 
won by the Franklin Academy of Malone, the 
team from Lake Placid High School finishing 
a close second, and the Watervliet High School 
in third place. 

It has been announced that the final meet 
will be skated on February 6th next year at 
Saratoga Springs. 

The summaries of the meet follow: 

220 yards: Won by H. C. Williamson, Tech- 
nical High School, Rochester; second, H. 
Rubardo, Franklin Academy, Malone; third, 
Raymond Jabot, Lake Placid High School. 
Time: 23 3/5 seconds. 

440 yards: Won by Carlton Parody, Lake 
Placid High School; second, Frank McGirr, 
Saratoga Springs High School; third, Daniel 
Van Nortwick, Saranac Lake High School. 
Time: 43 3/5 seconds. 

Three-quarter mile: Won by Carlton Parody, 
Lake Placid High School; second, Hugh Far- 
rell, Lake Placid High School; third, Roger 
Dennison, Saranac Lake High School. Time: 
2:49. 

Half mile: Won by H. Denesha, Franklin 
Academy, Malone; second, Arthur Prunier, 


Lake Placid High School; third, J. Kelly, 
Franklin Academy, Malone. Time: 1:382/5. 
One mile: Won by Arthur Prunier, Lake 
Placid High School; second, A. McClurg, West 
High School, Rochester; third, Clarence Petty, 
Saranac Lake High School. Time: 4:10. 

One mile relay: Won by Franklin Academy, 
Malone; second, Lake Placid High School; 
third, Watervliet High School. Time: 
3:141/5. 


—o-———_- 


Art Students’ League 
Offers Ten Scholarships 


A scholarship competition open to all art 
students in the United States, with the exception 
of those in New York City, will be held at the 
Art Students’ League of New York on March 
25, 1925. 

Ten scholarships will be awarded to the appli- 
cants whose work shows the greatest promise. 
Work in any medium from life, antique, land- 
scape, portrait, illustration, may be submitted. 

Work must be received in the office of the 
Art Students’ League not later than March 19th 
and must be sent with return express or parcel 
post charges prepaid. 

The scholarship will carry with it free tuition 
in any two classes of the Art Students’ League 
during the season of 1925-26. Further infor- 
mation may be obtained from the Art Students’ 
League of New York, 215 West 57th street, 
New York City. 


Buffalo Pupils Do Well 
in Achievement Tests 
(Concluded from page 169) 


tional opportunity only when segregated in 
classes by themselves. Many schools have 
made provision for pupils who find the tradi- 
tional school work difficult but little attention 
has been given to making adequate provision 
for the pupils who find the school work easy. 
Unless something is done for them they become 
lazy and develop undesirable habits. 

Such a survey should prove of very great 
value to the school administration of Buffalo. 
The generous reports which the Buffalo press 
has given to it indicate the interest which the 
public has already taken in this survey. 
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Educational Bills Introduced in Legislature 


Bills of general educational interest that have 
been introduced in the Legislature since the 
previous summary published in the Bulletin 
include the following measures briefly com- 
mented upon by the Law Division of the 
Department : 

Senate Bill Print No. 477 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 675 propose to repeal subdivision 6 
of section 289 of the highway law. Under the 
provisions of the present section, drivers of 
motor vehicles used in transportation of school 
children are not required to have a chauffeur’s 
license. The repeal of this law would require 
such drivers to have such a license. Referred 
to committees on internal affairs of Senate and 
committee on motor vehicles of Assembly. 

Senate Bill Print No. 478 proposes to repeal 
subdivision 9 of section 282 of the highway 
law. Under the provisions of this section as 
it now stands, drivers of motor vehicles used 
for the transportation of school children are 
not required to take out an omnibus license. 
The repeal of this section would require such 
drivers to take out an omnibus license. Re- 
ferred to committee on internal affairs. 

Senate Bill Print No. 505 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 912 propose to amend section 835 
of the Education Law. Under the terms of 
this section as it stands at the present time, 
the Commissioner of Education can award 
industrial teachers’ scholarships to men only. 
This amendment substitutes the word “ per- 
sons” for the word “men,” thereby making 
these scholarships open to both men and women. 
Referred to public education committees. 


Senate Bill Print No. 613 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 877 propose to amend the Education 
Law by inserting a new article to be known 
as article 2l-a. This article provides for the 
establishment of county vocational and special 
schools. It gives the board of supervisors of 
any county, by a majority vote of its members, 
authority to establish a county vocational and 
special school for the purpose of giving instruc- 
tion in technical and industrial education, agri- 
cultural education, commercial education, home- 
making education, immigrant education and 
vocational guidance. The board of supervisors 
is authorized to appoint a vocational and special 
school board for the purpose of administration 
and operation of this school. The bill pre- 


scribes the duties of such special school board 
and also provides that the board of supervisors 
may raise by taxes on taxable property the 
sums necessary to operate such school. It is 
further provided that such schools shall be a 
part of the public school system of the State 
and subject to the control of the Commissioner 
of Education. Referred to public education 
committees. 

Senate Bill Print No. 615 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 876 propose to add a new subdivision 
to section 493 of the Education Law to be 
known as subdivision 10. In effect it provides 
nonresident state tuition for pupils attending 
approved day vocational schools. Referred to 
public education committees. 

Senate Bill Print No. 616 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 878 appropriate $25,000 for the pur- 
pose of defraying expenses of holding Regents 
examinations for pupils attending summer ses- 
Referred to 
finance committee of Senate and ways and 
means committee of Assembly. 


sions during the year 1925. 


Senate Bill Print No. 643 proposes to amend 
section 311 of the Education Law. It provides 
that upon the petition of parents or guardians 
of not less than twenty-five children between 
the ages of 4 and 6 years, residing within a 
city, or a union free school district having a 
population of 4500 or more, who certify that 
such children will attend a kindergarten, the 
board of education shall be required to estab- 
lish and maintain a kindergarten in any elemen- 
tary school having the first grade. It further 
provides that if the monthly average attendance 
in such class for 2 succeeding months drops 
below fifteen, the class may be discontinued 
for the balance of the school year at the dis- 
cretion of the local school authorities. Re- 
ferred to public education committee. 

Senate Bill Print No. 656 and Assembly Bill 
Print No. 923 propose to add a new section to 
article 33-b of the Education Law to be known 
as section 888-a. It sets up a new method of 
adjustment of salaries of the members of the 
teaching and supervising staff, members of the 
administrative staff and other persons in the 
employ of boards of education. It provides 
that within 30 days after the passage of this 
act and not later than February Ist in every 
5 years thereafter, the superintendent of schools 
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of a city school district shall recommend to 
the board of education of said district such 
changes and adjustments in the salary of the 
members of the teaching and supervising and 
administrative staff, as such superintendent 
shall deem fit and proper. In a city school 
district having a board of superintendents such 
recommendations shall be made by the board 
of superintendents. The board of education 
within 30 days after the receipt of the recom- 
mendation, shall transmit to the superintendent 
of schools a statement in writing setting forth 
which of such recommendations are approved 
and which, if any, are not approved, and the 
reasons for disapproval. If the board of edu- 
cation and superintendent of schools can not 
reach an agreement upon these salary adjust- 
ments within a specified time, the bill provides 
that the matter shall be submitted to the Com- 
missioner of Education of the State of New 
York, who shall have full power to approve, 
alter or modify, the recommendations disap- 
proved by said board of education and the 
action of the Commissioner of Education shall 
be final. 

This bill attempts to provide a way to 
increase salaries and salary increments, as now 
provided for in article 33-b, without actually 
amending sections which refer to definite salary 
schedules. Referred to public education com- 
mittee. 

Senate Bill Print No. 657 seeks to amend 
section 695 of the Education Law relating to 
physical education. It seeks to eliminate from 
the law the mandatory requirement that phys- 
ical education shall be taught in every school 
for periods which shall average at least 20 
minutes in each school day. Referred to public 
education committee. 

Assembly Bill Print No. 726 proposes to 
amend article 38 of the Education Law relating 
to powers and duties of the Commissioner of 
Education, by providing that all institutions 
for the instruction of deaf mutes and blind, 
shall be subject to the visitation and inspection 
of the Commissioner of Education. It makes 
it the duty of the Commissioner to inquire into 
the organization of such schools, to prescribe 
courses of study and methods of instruction. 
It gives him authority to make and enforce rules 
governing qualifications of teachers for such 
Referred to public education com- 


schools. 
mittee. 


275 School Teams Compete 
in Basketball Leagues 


Schedules are nearly completed in the fifty 
basketball leagues and sections of leagues in 
the New York State Public High School Ath- 
letic Association. There are 275 school teams 
competing in the 1925 contest. Most of the 
sectional tournaments will be held on March 
13th, 14th, 20th and 21st. The final tourna- 
ment will be held at Syracuse University on 
March 26th, 27th and 28th. The leaders in 
each league as reported on February 21st are: 


Section 1, Long Island 


Suffolk county league: section 1, Patchogue 
and Sayville tied; section 2, Islip; section 3, 


Southampton. 


Nassau county league, north shore section: 
Mineola and Roslyn tied; south shore section, 
division A, Lynbrook; division B, Woodmere 
and Oceanside. 


Section 2, Hudson Valley 
Westchester county league: Mount Vernon. 
D. U. S. O. league: Poughkeepsie. 

Orange county league: section 1, Tuxedo. 
Lower Hudson valley league: Ossining. 
Rockland county league: Nyack. 


Section 3, Northeastern New York 


Western section: Schenectady. 
Southern section: Albany and Troy tied. 
Northern section: Lansingburgh. 


Section 4, South Central New York 


Southern league: Elmira. 
Tri-county league: Oneonta and Cobleskill. 


Section 5, Central New York 

Central section: Herkimer. 

Upper Mohawk league: 
Whitesboro. 

Syracuse city league: Syracuse Central High 
School. 

Lower Mohawk valley league: Fort Plain 
and Richfield Springs tied. 

North central league: Oswego and Oneida. 

Jefferson county league: Brownville and 
Carthage. 

Oswego county league: Mexico. 

Adirondack league: Boonville. 

Onondaga county league: eastern section, 
Eastwood; western section, Solvay. 


Mohawk and 


(Concluded on page 174) 
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Local History of New York State 
The Palatine District 





House built at Palatine in 1739 by Henry Frey 


The spirit which led to the election in New 
York City of delegates to the first Continental 
Congress in Philadelphia, animated other parts 
of the province. The journal of that body 
states that those delegates represented not only 
the city and county of New York but also 
several districts in the county of Westchester, 
the city and county of Albany, the several dis- 
tricts in the county of Dutchess and “ commit- 
tees of other towns.” One of the communities 
indicated was Palatine district, in Tryon county. 

In that district on August 27, 1774, at the 
house of Adam Loucks in Stone Arabia, was 
held a meeting of freeholders and inhabitants. 
There were adopted resolutions which embody 
a protest against the arbitrary measures of 
parliament and a purpose to cast in the lot of 
the settlement with the patriot cause. In these 
we find an assurance of submission to the laws 
of Great Britain so far as may be consistent 
with “the security of the constitutional rights 
and liberties of English subjects”; an asser- 
tion that “the late acts of parliament declara- 
tive of their right of laying internal taxes on 





the American colonies are obvious incroach- 
ment in the rights and liberties of the British 
subjects in America”; denunciation of the 
“act for blocking up the port of Boston”; 
a promise to help in relieving the poor and 
distressed of that city; an agreement to unite 
with the brethren in the rest of the colony in 
anything tending to support and defend the 
common rights and liberties; approval of the 
five delegates chosen by New York City to 
attend the Continental Congress; an engage- 
ment to abide by such restrictions and regula- 
tions as that Congress may recommend; and 
the appointment of men to serve in a committee 
of correspondence of Tryon county. 

Of the men chosen to represent the Palatine 
district in a committee of correspondence, first 
we notice Christopher P. Yates, a lawyer, who 
was to have a distinguished civic career and an 
honorable military service. Next occurs the 
name, Isaac Paris, a merchant or trader in 
Stone Arabia. He was a delegate to the 
second, third and fourth Provincial Congresses, 
and at the time of his death at Oriskany, a 
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state senator-elect. He shared with Lieutenant 
Colonel Ebenezer Cox and others the valiant 
impatience which prevailed over the prudent 
counsels of General Herkimer in carrying the 
Tryon county militia into the ambush and 
slaughter of that day. The third member of 
the committee was John Frey, who had taken 
part under Sir William Johnson in the siege 
and capture of Fort Niagara in 1759. He 
became sheriff of Tryon county in 1775 and 
was made brigade-major at Oriskany, where 
he was captured and taken to Canada. For 20 
years he served the State in the Assembly or 
the Senate. Andrew Finck jr, the fourth 
member, was a man of marked fitness for the 
profession of arms. He rose to the rank of 
major, fought at Saratoga and bore a part in 
the expedition against the Onondagas in 1779. 
Adam Loucks, at whose inn the Palatine com- 
mittee met, lived about a mile north of the 
Stone Arabia churches. He was buried on the 
glebe land of the Reformed Dutch Church. 

To estimate justly the quality of manhood 
revealed in 1774 in the Palatine district, we 
must consider that the homes of those men 
were to be in the impending struggle the first 
line of defense on the New York frontier, and 
that they knew from experience what an Indian 
war was. None knew better than they that 
the sympathies of the Six Nations inclined 
toward England and that most of the warriors 
would take up the hatchet in aid of Great 
Britain. Such arraying of Indian strength 
would result naturally from the influence of 
Sir William Johnson's family, the schooling 
which the Six Nations had received from Sir 
William in lessons of loyalty to the king, and 
the danger to their hunting grounds from the 
encroachments of land speculation and the 
inevitable advance of the white settlements in 
their territory. The people in the Palatine dis- 
trict took their stand with full comprehension 
of what their decision involved. 


—_—o-——_- 


One hundred boys and girls, pupils in a part- 
time school in Albany, marched in order from 
the building when fire was discovered in the 
basement on February 19th. 


ania 

Unanimous approval was given at a special 
meeting on February 11th to the issuance of 
bonds for $140,000 to enlarge the Kensington 


school. 


Colorado School of Mines 
Offers Free Scholarships 


The Colorado School of Mines at Golden, 
Colo., offers annually to a student from New 
York State a free scholarship for 4 years, the 
annual value of which is about $250. The ap- 
pointment to this scholarship will be made by 
the State Department of Education. The ap- 
pointee must meet the entrance requirements to 
the school, information concerning which may 
be obtained by writing directly to the Colorado 
School of Mines. 

Any pupil who wishes to be considered for 
this scholarship should make application at once 
to Dr James Sullivan, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education, State Department of 
Education, Albany, N. Y. 

a 


275 Teams Compete 
in Basketball Leagues 


(Concluded from page 172) 
Section 6, West Central New York 

Rochester city league: East High School, 
with West High School a close second. 

Monroe county league: Webster first; Pitts- 
ford second. 

Wayne county league: section 1, Lyons; sec- 
tion 2, North Rose. 

Finger lakes league: Geneva first; Canan- 
daigua second. 

Steuben county league: Painted Post, Corn- 
ing, Hornell and Bath are fighting for first 
place. 

Allegany county league: Cuba. 

Section 7, Western New York 

Western league: Niagara Falls first; Dun- 
kirk and Lockport tied for second place. 

Erie county league: Kenmore. 

Chautauqua county league: northern section, 
Fredonia; southern section, Chautauqua. 

Allegany county league: eastern section, 
Franklinville; western section, Little Valley 
and Salamanca tied. 

Buffalo city league: Lafayette High School. 

Section 8, Northern New York 

Adirondack league: Saranac Lake first: 
Plattsburg second. 

Essex county league: Port Henry. 

Northern league: Gouverneur. 

C. N. T. L. league: Norfolk first; Tupper 
Lake second. 
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Cash Value of College 
Education Placed at $72,000 


The cash value of a high school education 
to its possessor is estimated at $33,000 by 
Everet W. Lord, dean of the College of Busi- 
ness Administration of Boston, who has made 
an analysis of the comparative financial returns 
from different degrees of education. The 
money value of a college or technical school 
education is placed by Dean Lord at $72,000 
more than that of the high school education. 

His report states the average maximum 
yearly income of the untrained man to be less 
than $1200; that of the high school graduate 
to be $2200; and that of the college or tech- 
nical school graduate to be $6000. He also 
estimates that while the untrained man at the 
age of 50 years begins to drop toward 
dependence, the college man reaches his maxi- 
mum earning capacity at 60 years of age. 

Dean Lord’s computation shows that the 
untrained man goes to work as a boy of 14 
years and reaches his maximum income at 30 
years, on the average less than $1200 a year. 
He points out that since the untrained man’s 
income is dependent on physical strength and 
manual dexterity, it falls off at 50 years of 
age or earlier, to a point below the level of 
self-support. More than 60 out of every 100 
untrained workers are shown to be dependent 
upon others for support at the age of 60 years. 
The total earnings from the age of 14 years 
to the age of 60 years are placed at about 
$45,000. Between the ages of 14 and 18 years, 
the 4 years that might have been spent in high 
school, the young man usually earns not more 
than $2000, it is stated. 

According to the report, the high school 
graduate goes to work at the age of 18 years, 
passes the maximum of the untrained man 
within 7 years, rises steadily to his own maxi- 
mum of approximately $2200 at 40 years and 
continues at that level for the remainder of 
his active life. His total earnings from 18 
years to 60 years of age are estimated at 
$78,000. The $33,000 excess over the life earn- 
ings of the untrained man represents the cash 
value of a four-year high school course. 

The permanent earnings of the college or 
technical school graduate begin at 22 years of 
age, although a considerable amount may be 
earned during the college course, the report 
shows. By the time the graduate is 28 years 
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of age, his income equals that of the high 
school graduate at 40 years of age, and it con- 
tinues steadily to rise, practically without a 
break. His income increases, it is pointed out, 
since it is dependent upon his mental ability 
and training constantly improved by practice, 
and the average of $6000 at 60 years of age 
is often surpassed. 

The total earnings from 22 years to 60 years 
of age, not including any sum earned during 
the college period, are estimated at $150,000 
This is $72,000 more than that earned by the 
high school graduate, and this amount is used 
to represent the cash value of a college or 
technical school training. 


—— 


Consolidated School 
Outgrows Present Building 


The voters of District 1 of the town of 
Ballston in Saratoga county on February 23d 
approved a bond issue of $65,000 for the erec- 
tion of an addition to the present school build- 
ing. This union free school district was 
created early in 1916 when Lou Messinger, 
district superintendent of schools, consolidated 
three common school districts, the details of 
the consolidation being carefully worked out 
in advance and approved by the majority of 
voters concerned. 

In September 1916 a building was opened 
for use, which was then considered to be at 
least 50 per cent larger than was immediately 
needed. The school was started as a school of 
agriculture and homemaking but the grade was 
changed after a few years and it became a 
senior high school. In the 8 years of its 
existence, the school has outgrown its original 
quarters as it not only provides a high school 
education for pupils of the immediate district 
but serves a large surrounding community 
which would otherwise be without high school 
privileges. 

aia 

The February issue of Popular Educator 
makes note of the two-day publicity program 
for the meeting last November of New 
England superintendents. The address given 
by Ida Roger, supervisor of instruction in 
Mount Vernon, is printed in full, showing two 
of the Mount Vernon charts exhibited at the 
convention which was held in the Boston State 


House. 
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Notes from the Field 


Public School 5 in Lackawanna was opened 
for use on February 16th. This is the first 
of the two new school buildings being erected 
in that city. Dedication exercises will be held 


later. 


Dr Joseph K. Van Denburgh, chairman of 
the board of examiners of New York City, 
spoke at the public inspection of the new 
junior high school in Glens Falls on Feb- 


ruary 6th. 


An appropriation of $60,000 for the building 
of an eight-room addition to the school at 
Hooper has been approved by the taxpayers. 
When the community school was erected 5 
years ago it was thought adequate for many 


years. 


Dr Arthur Paine of Teachers College, 
Columbia University, gave an address on 
“Vocational Guidance” on February 17th 
before the discussion club of Mount Vernon 


school principals and supervisors. 


A39m-F 25,16-500( 3579) 


More than 1000 teachers attended the annual 
banquet of the Buffalo Federation of Educa- 
tional Associations on February 2lst. Among 
the speakers were Superintendent of Schools 
Ernest C. Hartwell and Theodore Zornow, 
president of the New York State Teachers 
Association. 


Seven grammar school and two high school 
swimming pools, with an additional high school 
pool under construction, are reported by the 
department of public instruction of Buffalo. 
The attendance in the day swimming classes 
for the year ending 1924 was approximately 
90,000 and that of the night classes 30,000. 
Thirteen teachers are employed for the day 
classes and 29 for the night classes. 


Two new public schools have recently been 
formally opened in Albany. One is School 4 
at Madison avenue and Ontario street, and the 
other is School 20 at North First and North 
Pearl streets. School 27, the last of five new 
schools to be completed, will be opened shortly. 
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